The Timeless Convictions of Job 

Job 31:1-14 "I made a covenant with my eyes not to look with lust at a young woman. 2 For what has God above chosen for us? What is our inheritance from the Almighty on high? 3 Isn't it calamity for the wicked and misfortune for those who do evil? 4 Doesn't he see everything I do and every step I take? 5 "Have I lied to anyone or deceived anyone? 6 Let God weigh me on the scales of justice, for he knows my integrity. 7 If I have strayed from his pathway, or if my heart has lusted for what my eyes have seen, or if I am guilty of any other sin, 8 then let someone else eat the crops I have planted. Let all that I have planted be uprooted. 9 "If my heart has been seduced by a woman, or if I have lusted for my neighbor's wife, 10 then let my wife belong to another man; let other men sleep with her. 11 For lust is a shameful sin, a crime that should be punished. 12 It is a fire that burns all the way to hell.  It would wipe out everything I own. 13 "If I have been unfair to my male or female servants when they brought their complaints to me, 14 how could I face God? What could I say when he questioned me? NLTse

Job 31:24-40 "Have I put my trust in money or felt secure because of my gold? 25 Have I gloated about my wealth and all that I own? 26 "Have I looked at the sun shining in the skies, or the moon walking down its silver pathway, 27 and been secretly enticed in my heart to throw kisses at them in worship? 28 If so, I should be punished by the judges, for it would mean I had denied the God of heaven. 29 "Have I ever rejoiced when disaster struck my enemies, or become excited when harm came their way? 30 No, I have never sinned by cursing anyone or by asking for revenge. 31 "My servants have never said, 'He let others go hungry.' 32 I have never turned away a stranger but have opened my doors to everyone. 33 "Have I tried to hide my sins like other people do, concealing my guilt in my heart? 34 Have I feared the crowd or the contempt of the masses, so that I kept quiet and stayed indoors? 35 "If only someone would listen to me! Look, I will sign my name to my defense. Let the Almighty answer me. Let my accuser write out the charges against me. 36 I would face the accusation proudly. I would wear it like a crown. 37 For I would tell him exactly what I have done. I would come before him like a prince. 38 "If my land accuses me and all its furrows cry out together, 39 or if I have stolen its crops or murdered its owners, 40 then let thistles grow on that land instead of wheat, and weeds instead of barley." Job's words are ended. NLTse

Introduction:  play video and song, “Bring Back the Days of Yea and Nay” by the Winans.

_______________________________________________________________________

Job was an amazing person to have faced all that he faced and yet kept his integrity and steadfastness in God.  Throughout the story, it becomes more and more obvious why God would single this man out in his time and brag on him.  Job had faith in God, but God also had quite a bit of faith in Job.  There are not many people in the world that could have endured Job’s trials and kept solid in living for God as Job did.  It truly is an amazing story.

Quite a few years ago, I read somewhere where a noted English poet back in the day was invited to a party at a noble’s house in Victorian England and the poet was asked – as a form of entertainment – to read something for the crowd.  The poet asked, “and what shall I read?” to which someone replied, “read something from the greatest piece of literature ever written.”  To their astonishment, the man said, “ahh, that would be the book of Job” and taking a parlor Bible down from a shelf, he began to read from the book.  The esteemed poet became so engrossed in the story that a few hours later, he was still reading aloud, oblivious to everyone that was there and slowly people said their goodbyes and went home leaving the laureate reading the final chapters with only his host sitting there listening.  The man had become so captured by the book of Job that he became oblivious to anything else.  

I remember thinking when I read that story, “how in the world could someone appreciate the book of Job so much?”  I had always found it to be tedious reading.  But the older I get the more I appreciate the book.  And the more I appreciate the man who was called Job.  Job was a Godly man; listen carefully to what I’m about to say for I choose these words carefully:  Job was a Christian.  That sounds strange to say about a man who lived long before the time of Christ’s coming and yet Job better embodied New Testament ideals than almost anybody else in the Old Testament.  He was ahead of his time.  His story and his principles transcend eras.  How could Job endure and act as he did?  It was because of a core set of values that Job lived by that were outstanding.  Job was a man of certain convictions and we can surely say that his convictions are timeless!  It is very probable that he lived before Moses and yet his life convictions are superb to the level of the Apostles and what Jesus Christ teaches.  Timeless convictions.

________________________________________________________________________

We live in a time where anything “timeless” is ridiculed as “old fashioned.”  Churches today want new and relevant and everything has a shelf life of about three months.  Your new computer that you paid top dollar for will be obsolete in three years.  The average person keeps a cell phone for less than a year and a half and if you’ve got one that is older than two years, it’s viewed as a dinosaur.  Books are written today with the understanding that they have a shelf life and a relevance of about six months.  The Christian best sellers of say, five years ago, are so “dated” and “old school.”  Modern church goers have become like pop culture:  give us a new face, give us a new angle, give us something else and it must be new, new, new.  This is a result of our culture.  People buy cheap clothing and just intend to replace it in a few months, rather than buying nicer clothing that will last.  It used to be that when you purchased a fridge or stove or washer and dryer that you were purchasing something that would from then on be in your family.  Now, good luck if you get five years out of them!  People enter marriages expecting that in about ten years from now, they’ll move on.  The “c” word, “commitment” is old fashion and out of date.  People jump into relationships expecting to move on.  People jump into jobs expecting to move as soon as another opportunity comes by.  And this, unfortunately, tends to transfer to people’s walk with God.  And it transfers to spiritual morals and principles.  And yet in all of this a timeless, never changing God still calls people to embrace some strong ideals and principles that will never change.  In a changing world of new and relevant, God still calls for people to choose old paths – not the old paths of a 1960s culture in the church, but paths much older than that – principles and convictions and ideals that Abraham, Noah, and even Job lived for.  

The song by the Winans that I played for you at the beginning has stuck with me over the years, because it is absolutely true.  At odd times I find it playing in my head.  God’s Word and His principles are “yea and nay” which means that they are always sure and solid and settled and there is no variance in them.  God’s Word is relevant even while it is old.  God’s Word is not dictated by culture or by modern notions.  There are some things that will never be out of date in heaven!  And God calls people to embrace such things as timeless convictions in their life.  There was another song of my youth that still rings in my mind, this one by Petra:

I’ve got strong convictions ‘bout the way that I live.

I’ve got no concessions that I’m willing to give.

Strong convictions that are worth living by,

Strong convictions till the day I die!

This world doesn’t like people with strong convictions.  But God wants a people of strong convictions.  As one writer said, “it’s not only what you believe but how strongly you believe it that draws the ire of the world around you.”  There are many Christians who think that they have convictions but really they have preferences.  There are other Christians who think that they have convictions, but what they call convictions is a list of legalistic rules that they are trying to follow.  Still others have what they think are convictions which are just a repeating of someone else’s convictions that they wish was their own.

A conviction is something that you absolutely believe in and that you will never compromise.  A conviction is something that will not change based upon circumstances.  A Godly conviction is something given to you by God that defines who you are and is a never changing bedrock on which your character rests.  If you truly have a conviction of something, you will not compromise it ever in any situation.  If you truly have a conviction of something, then no amount of peer pressure will cause you to violate it.  If you truly have a conviction of something, then it doesn’t matter if the entire world goes the opposite way, you will stick to your convictions.  True Godly convictions don’t change with pastors or relevant ministries or with organizational decrees.  True Godly convictions don’t change over time; true Godly convictions are timeless convictions.  People who live by convictions are not wishy-washy nor fly-by-night.  They are not “sold out” one day and spiritually cold the next.  They are not fair weather Christians who are faithful for a time and then altogether inconsistent.  People who possess Godly convictions aren’t moved by trends or by current moral fashions.  

________________________________________________________________________

Now let us come back to Job.  What was it that kept him faithful and strong through the greatest trials that man could face?  Job was a man of strong and timeless, Godly convictions.  There were some principles and convictions that Job had lived by that had been decided early on and they were true Godly convictions because Job refused to change them.  He wouldn’t change them when his economic situation changed from best to worst.  He wouldn’t change his Godly convictions when great tragedy struck and he lost all of his children in a single day.  He wouldn’t change his Godly convictions in the face of the loss of his health.  He wouldn’t change his Godly convictions even in the light of not being able to feel nor sense God’s presence for the space of over six months.  He wouldn’t change his Godly convictions and compromise His character even under the onslaught of his friends barraging him with false accusations.  He wouldn’t compromise his Godly convictions even when his wife gave up on God and him and starting trying to get him to change.  Job survived faithful and came out on top because of some Godly, strong convictions that he refused to budge upon.  I want you to think about three key things that the story of Job teaches us about strong, Godly convictions:

Strong, Godly convictions keep you from being changed negatively by negative circumstances.

Every possible negative thing came against Job:  tragedy, financial ruin, sickness, spiritual attack, friends abandoning him and turning on him, and marriage trouble.  You name it and Job faced it and yet he did not charge God foolishly and he refused to compromise his morals and he refused to change in his actions and he refused to curse God.  Even enduring the greatest negative circumstances that he could face, yet he was only changed by those circumstances by the better.  In the end, he drew closer to God, he had more children that were the best looking in all of the land, his marriage changed for the better and he got his health back, his friends back, and become twice as blessed financially as he had been.  But the reason that Job wasn’t changed in a negative manner during negative times was because he was living by strong, Godly convictions.  Strong, Godly convictions are the key to surviving negative situations!

Notice another thing that the story of Job teaches us about strong, Godly convictions:

Strong Godly, convictions are taught by the Spirit of God and are written on man’s hearts.

I won’t belabor this and get bogged down in a Bible Study of the many reasons that we can know this but it is almost a certain fact that Job lived before the time of Moses’ Law.  Certainly, we know that Job lived before the time of Christ, and yet his convictions of living in many ways mirrored that of Grace and not of Law.  The Law didn’t care if you committed adultery in your heart as long as you didn’t perform the physical act, but Job said, “I made a pact with my eyes, I will not look with lust upon a young woman.”  In other words, “I will not commit adultery in my heart.”  Under the Law, you could hate your enemies and even Jesus acknowledged that in the 5th chapter of Matthew, but Jesus taught that in Grace, you should go beyond the Law and love and pray for your enemies.  Job too said:

Job 31:29-30 "Have I ever rejoiced when disaster struck my enemies, or become excited when harm came their way? 30 No, I have never sinned by cursing anyone or by asking for revenge. NLTse

Where did Job learn this?  He didn’t have a written code to go by; Moses had not yet written his books, the first books of the Old Testament and none of the prophets had yet lived.  Jesus Christ had not taught and Job never heard the Sermon on the Mount.  Where did Job learn that adultery was wrong?  Where did he learn that he should love his enemies to be Godly?  This is the reason that some scholars have tried to say that Job was alive in the time of the exile, way after Moses, but internal evidence suggests otherwise.  Job was the priest of his own home and that would never fly under Moses’ law.  Job had no written rules to go by and he had no law, so how did he know how to live?  From where did he get these great convictions that kept him so?  Obviously the Spirit of God taught him these things and obviously they were principles that had been engrained within his heart by the Holy Spirit.  I know that Job didn’t have the Holy Spirit as you and I can have the Holy Spirit, but obviously God spoke to his consciousness and authored these things directly!

The Word of God is obviously of great value and we must revere it and obey it, but people will never get Godly convictions based upon the written Word of God only.  For you really to receive a Godly, strong conviction that will never change, it has to be written in your mind’s eye, the center of your being by the Spirit of God.  It has to be a work of the Spirit.  It has to be you hearing the voice of God for you and being sensitive to receive it.  If you are only doing something because a church said that you should, then you are doing it for the wrong reasons and you will eventually not do it.  If you are only doing something because a preacher said to, then you may be obeying the Word of God, but it probably won’t last unless you hear the voice of God and realize that the Spirit of God is using all of these things – the preacher, the word of God, the church, or whatever – to speak to you.  But if you are doing something because God dealt with you about it and His Spirit confirmed the Word and wrote it in you inwardly, it is a permanent deal.  Though heaven and earth were to be shaken, you will not change because you have received a Godly, Spirit-led conviction!

Finally, let us note one of the most important things that the story of Job teaches us about convictions and that is that:

Strong, Godly convictions cause God to be on your side.   

At the end, God didn’t explain all of His ways to Job, but He did vindicate Job and delivered Him!  In the book of Ezekiel, we have a unique passage of scripture delivered at a time when Israel was as cold spiritually as they had ever been and God said three times something similar to:

Ezek 14:14-18 Even if Noah, Daniel, and Job were there, their righteousness would save no one but themselves, says the Sovereign Lord. 15 "Or suppose I were to send wild animals to invade the country, kill the people, and make the land too desolate and dangerous to pass through. 16 As surely as I live, says the Sovereign Lord, even if those three men were there, they wouldn't be able to save their own sons or daughters. They alone would be saved, but the land would be made desolate. 17 "Or suppose I were to bring war against the land, and I sent enemy armies to destroy both people and animals. 18 As surely as I live, says the Sovereign Lord, even if those three men were there, they wouldn't be able to save their own sons or daughters. They alone would be saved.  NLTse

That’s a very depressing and negative passage of scripture, yet there is a positive thing here:  even in the worst spiritual climate, yet God says people like Noah, Daniel, and Job – had they been living there at that time – God would have made an exception for those men.  God wouldn’t have saved all of Israel for them, but those men because of their righteousness would cause God to make an exception from judgment for them.  What do those three men have in common?  All three were noted by living by strong Godly convictions that they did not and would not compromise no matter the moral climate around them.  It was because of their strong convictions that God said, “even if these men were alive in the worst possible time, I would deliver them!”  

Strong, Godly convictions cause God to rally to your side!  Even if the world is going to hell in a hand basket, those who live by such convictions aren’t because God will save them!  Our world is no longer in the days of yea and nay – our world is a very different moral place than what it should be and it is growing colder spiritually faster and faster – yet if we will get Spirit-led, Godly convictions about the way we live and hold to them, you can be saved and you can save others and God will be on your side!  The secret to making it through negative situations and coming out on top and the secret to making it to eternal life is to live by some very Godly, strong convictions!  If we live like Job, we will have the blessings of Job because God is no respecter of persons, but to live like Job, you’re going to have to get some Spirit-led, Godly, strong convictions!

_______________________________________________________________________

So we finally come to our text and our text is important because it is in this 31st chapter of the book of Job that Job gives us some of his Godly convictions that he lived by.  You now can grasp the importance of these things because these were convictions that were strong enough to keep him through the darkest of times and that rallied God to his side.  These were convictions that were the real deal and they reveal to us the principles by which Job lived that caused him to be able to be faithful and greatly blessed.  We don’t have to guess as to these actual things because Job freely shares them with us in the entire 31st chapter of which we read a part.  I would like to finish this message by grouping these convictions of Job together and pointing out that these are not just convictions that were good for Job’s day, but are timeless convictions that are just as important to have by Christians today!    

1. Job did not have wandering eyes and he refused to look upon a woman with lust.  (Job 31:1)

He had made a covenant with his eyes to avoid such sins.  Today, this conviction would apply two-fold:  to the men, you don’t have to go to someone’s house or a cabaret in order to gaze with lust upon women with lust, but can do so on your phone, on your computer, on the television screen, at the movies, in a magazine, and at the mall.  To the ladies:  God forbid that you would dress in such a way as to immodestly expose yourself and even attract the glances of men who desperately need this godly conviction or that you would be a hindrance to someone who is trying to make such a covenant with his eyes.  Men are visual because God created them that way and you should consider that when you choose your style of clothing.  Look at someone and say, “timeless convictions!”

2. Job lived with integrity and did not lie with his actions. (Job 31:5-7)

He did not fear God’s set of scales versus the ones that he used.  He did not “deceive anyone.”  He did not purposefully act in such away as to mislead people from what was really going on.  He had nothing to hide.  There was nothing in the dark that if exposed would cause him embarrassment.  He had no lies to people that he had to continue to lie and lie to cover up and to walk circles around in order to cover his deceit.  Job was a man of his word and what he said he meant and what he was, he was.  He did not seem one thing and yet be another, but was truly sincere and would not lie, even if it seemed advantageous to do so.  Oh, look at someone and say, “timeless convictions!”

3. Job was sexually pure (Job 31:9-12).

He did not cheat on his wife.  He did not play games with the opposite gender.  He did not give himself up to anybody and everybody.  He did not try to seduce his neighbor’s wife.  He did not allow his heart to desire someone other than the woman that he had made a vow to.  He didn’t trade her in on a newer model.  He kept himself for her. 

You know that you can cheat on your wife and not be married to her yet.  If God has the perfect someone for you and they are the one that you should marry in His will and if you sleep around as a single man or single lady, then you are cheating on your future spouse.  It may sound old-fashioned, but sex is a gift from God that was created for the marriage bed and the same fire that is beautiful in its rightful place is a destructive force when you take it and fling it on the carpet and the rug of your life.  Job made up in his mind that I will be sexually pure even in a world that is not.  The reason that the devil so tempts you with sexual impurity is because it brings the judgment of God and the lack of blessing upon your life like few things can.  But God is looking for some people who will be as Job and be pure even in a generation that is not!  Look at somebody and say, “timeless convictions!”  

4. Job was compassionate and loving to those beneath him in life (Job 31:13-23).

How New Testament is this?  Job was the wealthiest man in the land and yet did not treat his servants like dogs but as human beings, created in the image of God.  Job had the finest of everything and yet he helped the poor, gave to the orphans, and cared for the widows and the homeless.  This was not something that he started once he had reached a certain stature financially, either, but was something that he had done, “from childhood.”    

How do you treat and respond people whom you view as “below” you in life?  How do you treat people in the church whom you view are not as “spiritually mature” as you?  How do you respond to the person at work that you view as “less than your level?”  How do you respond to those with genuine needs around you?  When is the last time, you volunteered at Blessed Threads?  When is the last time that you helped someone else financially?  “Oh, preacher, I’m the poor person and I cannot help anybody else – and you will remain the poor person as long as you have that attitude.”  For God to elevate you in life you must have a Godly view of those below you and there is always someone worse off than you.  God blesses those who give and not necessarily those who only take.  It is more blessed to give than to receive!  The measure that you use to give out will be the same measure that God uses to return the blessings to you.  Don’t look at somebody in the church who is more blessed than you and say, “It’s not fair because you very likely don’t know the sacrifice that went into that blessing!”  Oh, look at somebody and say, “timeless convictions!”

5. Job didn’t put his trust in money (Job 31:24-25).

This is obvious because there was absolutely no difference between his walk with God and his treatment of other people from when he had money to when he didn’t!  Did you catch that?  It’s profound:  you can have no money and yet trust in it and the way you can tell is by if you change in your spiritual commitment when your money situation fluctuates.  Those who praise and are committed to God only when they are in the dough, trust in money.  Those who praise and are committed to God only when they are lacking also trust in money just as much.  But those who do not trust in money but trust in God, praise and are faithful in good times and in bad times; after the 1st and the 15th and after the 8th and the 22nd!  Those who trust in God rather than money, pay tithes and offerings when they are having a month that is longer than the money and they also support the work of God when they have all bills paid.  Those who trust in God rather than money can smile, be genuinely happy, and have a zeal for the work of God even when their pocket is running low!  All of us will have up times and bad times, but our spiritual walk should not be dependent upon our financial situation.  You might be struggling financially because every time you get a bit ahead, God noticed that you cooled spiritually!  Oh, we cannot serve both God and riches!  And conversely there are many things in life that are more important than acquiring more things.  Work shouldn’t be more important than church; overtime shouldn’t be more important than family!  Look at somebody and say, “timeless convictions!”  Talking about the timeless convictions of Job!   

6. Job didn’t bow to idols nor worship any other gods, other than the one, true God directly (Job 31:26-27)!

The common false religion of Job’s day was that of worship to the sun and the moon, things that God created but that were not God himself.  Job said that he never secretly kissed his hand as was the common gesture of that religion and never prayed to the sun and the moon, and only worshipped and prayed to God directly!

The common false religion of our day is Catholicism and they also encourage worship, prayer, and veneration to bodies that were created by God and that are not God Himself.  How many people come to a Spirit-filled service but secretly cling to their rosaries and cross themselves with the gestures of that false religion?  How many are there that know what it is like to feel God’s Spirit in a service like this and yet hold to man-made and familial traditions of bowing before idols and praying to saints?  Don’t pray to the bodies that God created, but pray to the Creator directly!  Our God is a jealous God!  He doesn’t respond to people who put their faith in Him and in idolatry too!  You have to choose which you will serve!  Choose to worship the Creator directly!  Look at somebody and say, “timeless convictions!”  

7. Job refused to hold a grudge and refused to curse anyone (Job 31:29-30).

He didn’t rejoice when his enemy fell and didn’t gloat over them.  He didn’t try to exact revenge on people and hold things against them.  He was quick to forgive and to move on and refused to hold people in debt for what happened long ago and had been made right.  He tried to love those who hated him and to do good to those who despitefully used him.  Is that timeless?  Yes, have you ever heard of Jesus Christ?  He taught the same thing!  Forgiveness never goes out of style!  Refusing to give in to bitterness never goes out of fashion because bitterness still destroys the vessel that it takes root in just as it did in Job and Jesus’ day.  Instead of cursing people, pray for them!  Instead of hating them, ask God to save them!  Those who do good to their enemies are like God, Jesus said!  You don’t have enough time in your life to get offended.  You cannot afford to be offended.  Get over it.  Pray through it.  Move onward and upward!  Oh, I’m speaking of – say it with me – “timeless convictions!”  

8. Job was not a hypocrite (Job 31:33).

He did not try to hide his sins.  He did not act like everything was okay when he was spiritually against God.  He didn’t justify attitudes of rebellion and deceitfulness.  He didn’t try to exude one thing on the outside when he was really someone else altogether on the inside.  He didn’t live a double life.  He didn’t talk out of both sides of his mouth.  He didn’t live one way around some of his friends and another around others.  He didn’t act differently with or without the ministry.  He didn’t have one vocabulary for church functions and another for when he was chilling at the house.  Job was genuine and what you see is what you get!  Not everybody’s a hypocrite and if you think that, then you can be sure that you are!  Get your eyes off of people anyway and get them on Jesus!  That’s what Job did – he didn’t even know Jesus’ name, but he was focused on Him:  “For I know that my Redeemer lives and … I shall see Him!”  That’s why Job was able to make it!  He was real!  And he had his eyes on Jesus!  Look at somebody and say it with me:  “timeless convictions!”     

9. Job didn’t cave in to peer pressure (Job 31:34)

It didn’t matter to him what everybody else was doing, “everybody” wasn’t going to do what was wrong, because Job wasn’t going to do what was wrong.  He didn’t stand in the fear of the crowds.  He didn’t have the attitude that “if everybody else is doing it, I’ve just got to do it!”  Jesus chose the same course and told us that broad and wide is the way that leads to destruction and many find it, but that we should choose the strait and narrow way that few are on.  Which are you on?  What does your life choices reflect?  Are you doing what “everybody” in the world is doing, or are you doing what God wants you to do?  Are you more concerned with pleasing your friends, your high school, your co-workers, or your family than God?  Look at somebody with me and say it clearly, “timeless convictions!”

10. Job acted righteously in his business dealings (Job 31:38-40).

His land was rested and had not been overworked.  He had followed God’s principles even in his agriculture and in matters of business and his righteousness exceeded just his actions on Sunday at church.  He was not righteous and truthful at home and church and yet dishonest or deceitful or greedy at work.  Godly principles governed every area of his life equally and he never took a break from them.  Look at someone and say it one final time, “timeless convictions!”  

Job’s convictions are timeless and applicable today!  I heard someone once say, “if the world would just live by the Ten Commandments of Moses, the world would be a better place.”  I agree, but even more than that, if Christians would live by the ten timeless convictions of Job, the world would be better reached and witnessed to!  The days of yea and nay will never come back until Jesus Christ is reigning over this world, but He wants to reign within the hearts of believers before His return!  Let us aim to be a people of strong, Biblical, and timeless convictions!

